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Full refugee integration

Interior Min. Vít Rakušan, Prague Mayor Zdeněk Hřib, regional governors and other offi-
cials have handled the refugee crisis better than critics expected. The snags have been mini-

mal and have mostly been resolved in a timely fashion. Large numbers of refugees have 
been absorbed into the workforce, relieving companies that are still short of workers and 
giving the new employees a greater sense of belonging. The interior ministry's general in-
tegration policy is to promote self-sufficiency. Ukrainian refugees are guaranteed 150 days 
of free medical care, but in the interest of integration, they're required to start paying for 

coverage after that period if they don't qualify for it as an employee, student, job-seeker, etc. 
Some will be surprised to find that if they don't prove after those 150 days that they're still 
eligible for state coverage, they'll start running up a debt. If they don't pay it, a court bailiff 
will seize their assets. That's when they'll know they're fully integrated into Czech society.
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Glossary

snag - an unexpected or hidden obstacle or drawback; 

to relieve - to  cause (pain, distress or difficulty) to become less severe or serious; 

belonging - a feeling of being happy or comfortable as part of a particular group and having a good relationship with the other members of the group; 

(court) bailiff - a person who has the legal power to collect certain debts.



