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Right to resist against freezing

The organizers of the demonstration on Wenceslas Square in Prague on Sat., which attracted 
an estimated 70,000 people, stated that if the government of Petr Fiala doesn't resign by 

Sept. 25, they will invoke the "right to resist" under the Czech Constitution at a second na-
tionwide demonstration on Sept. 28 and announce "coercive actions." It was paradoxically 
Daniel Kroupa, a university teacher, who best explained what exactly this means. He told 

demonstrators in March 2020 that, under the Constitution, "changing the essential elements 
of the democratic rule of law is impermissible" and that if they are changed, the people 

have the right to rise up. In extreme cases, he said, they can rise up violently. His comments 
were directed at the perceived efforts of Andrej Babiš to "buy the government, buy laws and 
gradually take control of all institutions." The question many people will soon be asking is 
whether this same right to resist applies if a government is unable to keep its people warm.
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Glossary

to resist - to try to prevent by action or argument; to struggle or fight back when attacked; 

to invoke - to cite or appeal to (someone or something) as an authority for an action or in support of an argument; 

coercive - relating to or using force or threats; 

impermissible - not permitted or allowed; 

perceived - interpreted or regarded (by someone) in a particular way.



