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Rohanova poses risk to Nerudova &8

A March survey by STEM/Mark found that 80% of Czechs could
imagine having a female president and that 65% would specifically
prefer to have a woman in the position. There are two female candi-
dates, Danuse Nerudova and Denisa Rohanova. The first is consid-

ered a major contender, whereas the second is considered a major
underdog. Some constitutional lawyers, including Jan Kysela, argue
that Rohanova shouldn't have been allowed in the race because she

used the signatures of MPs who are no longer in office. Just a few

hours after interior-ministry officials approved her candidacy, Interi-
or Min. Vit Rakusan (STAN) told Czech Radio (at 1m10s) that he con-
siders the way Rohanové qualified to be the most problematic aspect
of the existing law. Nerudova is one of STAN's preferred candidates,

so it's not unreasonable to suspect that RakuSan's comment was
politically motivated. Some media outlets are also trying to discredit
Rohanova. It makes sense from a political standpoint, because if Ro-
hanova collected even just 2-3% of the vote because she is a woman,

it could be enough to keep Nerudova out of the second round.
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Glossary

contender - a person or group competing with others to achieve something; 

underdog - a competitor thought to have little chance of winning a fight or contest.



