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The French candidate 

French Pres. Emmanuel Macron organized the meeting of the European Political Commu-
nity in Prague in early Oct. as a counterweight to the transatlantic alliance and told HN at 

the time that Europe should stop relying on the U.S. for its defense. He doesn't know a single 
Czech or Frenchman who wants his or her security to depend on the decision of the Ameri-
can voter, he said with allusion to Donald Trump. It's considered disinformation to speak of 
Petr Pavel as the Czech presidential candidate of the U.S., or of Danuše Nerudová as the can-
didate of Germany. This raises blinders when it comes to analyzing the issue of why Macron 
deigned to meet in Paris yesterday with Andrej Babiš and subjected himself to criticism of 
interfering in the Czech elections. If the U.S. and Germany have their preferred candidates, 
why shouldn't France? This doesn't mean that Paris won't work with Pavel or Nerudová if 

they're elected, but it does mean that Macron will have the inside track if they aren't.
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Glossary

blinders - either of two flaps on a horse's bridle to keep it from seeing objects at its sides; 

to deign - to condescend to do, grant or give; 

inside track - a position of advantage.



